
Dear ETS Colleagues:             September 29, 2016 

Greetings from Chicago! It is my privilege to invite your attendance and participation at the 
upcoming Midwest Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society, to be held March 10-11, 2017 
(Friday 8:00 a.m. – Saturday 1:00 p.m.) in Wheaton, Illinois. Thank you to Wheaton College for 
graciously hosting our annual meeting. Once again, we are happy to include among our conference 
participants and presenters the meeting of the Midwest Region of the Evangelical Philosophical 
Society. 

Our theme this year is Evil and the Suffering of God. This theme was selected for its potential to 
stimulate rich, interdisciplinary discussion in addressing relevant pastoral and missional concerns. To 
that end, we have invited plenary speakers and panelists whose scholarly expertise in various 
disciplines will enrich our thinking on this important subject. Our speakers include:  

• Dr. Andrew J. Schmutzer (Professor of Bible, Moody Bible Institute). Dr. Schmutzer is an 
Old Testament scholar and co-author of the recent book Between Pain and Grace: A 
Biblical Theology of Suffering (Moody, 2016). 

• Dr. Marc Cortez (Associate Professor of Theology, Wheaton College). Dr. Cortez has 
particular expertise in Christology and theological anthropology, as reflected in his most 
recent publication, Christological Anthropology in Historical Perspective: Ancient and 
Contemporary Approaches to Theological Anthropology (Zondervan, 2016). 

• Dr. Paul K. Moser (Professor of Philosophy, Loyola University Chicago). Dr. Moser is a 
prolific and prominent philosopher. His recent works include The Severity of God: Religion 
and Philosophy Reconceived (Cambridge UP, 2013) and The Evidence for God: Religious 
Knowledge Reexamined (Cambridge UP, 2010).  

We eagerly look forward to engaging this theme from biblical, theological, and philosophical 
perspectives and encourage the wide participation of scholars and local pastors in this conversation. 

Call for Papers: We also invite you to propose a paper for presentation in one of our parallel 
sessions, either related to the conference theme or on some other area of biblical or theological 
research. Our regional meeting is enriched by the quality of papers presented, so please consider 
participating in this important component of the program. To be considered for inclusion in the 
schedule of papers, please send your proposal to the program chair (Laurie.Norris@moody.edu) no 
later than December 31, 2016. No proposals will be considered after this date. Please include the 
following information: your present post, educational credentials, paper title, and a short summary of 
your proposed paper (explaining its focus and argument).  

Student Paper Competition: The regional meeting also provides a valuable opportunity for students 
to propose and present original papers reflecting their own research. Prizes are awarded at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels. (Note: Doctoral students should submit their proposals for 
inclusion in the regular program.) Please encourage your most promising students to participate, and 
mentor them in the submission process. Our conference vice-chair, Dr. Robert Kurka (Lincoln 
Christian University), will oversee this competition. Submission details and contest information can 
be found on the Midwest Region page of the national ETS website. 

Further conference details, including hotel information, conference registration, banquet registration, 
and other pertinent local information will be posted and updated on the Midwest Region ETS 
webpage (www.etsjets.org/region/midwest_meeting_overview).   

Once again, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to our conference this spring! Please plan to join 
us in March for a time of rich theological reflection, dialogue and interdisciplinary engagement.  I am 
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praying even now for God’s special blessing on our meeting together. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact me. 

Warmly in Christ, 

Dr. Laurie Norris 
2017 Chair, Midwest Region of the Evangelical Theological Society 
Laurie.Norris@moody.edu 
(312) 329-4240 
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